wishyou.today

ifwe recycle...

Spanish B1
unit 7 - our planet

Talk about real possibilities with si + present (if we recycle, there will be less rubbish) and use
the words for rubbish, recycling and pollution.

Everyone talks about rubbish, recycling and the neighbourhood sooner or later. With si + present you can
say what will happen if people do something: the simplest way to make a plan or give a warning.

word

la basura

el plastico

la contaminacion

reciclar

el reciclaje
el contenedor
el cartén

el consumo

consumir
el consumidor

eliminar
generar

el dano
el entorno

el recurso
potable
el liquido

similar

meadning

rubbish, garbage (pl. basuras)

plastic

pollution (pl. contaminaciones)

to recycle

recycling (pl. reciclajes)

bin, container (for rubbish) (pl.
contenedores)

cardboard (pl. cartones)

consumption, use (pl. consumos)

to consume, to use up

consumer (pl. consumidores)

to get rid of, to eliminate
to generate, to produce

harm, damage (pl. dafios)

surroundings, environment (pl.
entornos)

resource (pl. recursos)
drinkable (agua potable)
liquid (pl. liquidos)

similar
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example

Sacamos la basura todas las noches.
We take the rubbish out every night.

Las botellas de plastico van al contenedor
amarillo.
Plastic bottles go in the yellow bin.

En la ciudad hay mucha contaminacién del
aire.
In the city there is a lot of air pollution.

En mi casa reciclamos el papel y el cartén.
At home we recycle paper and cardboard.

El reciclaje es facil si separas bien la basura.
Recycling is easy if you sort your rubbish well.

El contenedor azul es para el papel.
The blue bin is for paper.

Esta caja es de cartén.
This box is made of cardboard.

El consumo de agua sube en verano.
Water use goes up in summer.

Consumimos mucha agua en verano.
We use a lot of water in summer.

El consumidor puede elegir productos con
menos plastico.

The consumer can choose products with less
plastic.

Queremos eliminar el plastico de la oficina.
We want to get rid of the plastic in the office.

Una familia genera mucha basura cada dia.
A family produces a lot of rubbish every day.

La contaminacidn hace dafio a todos.
Pollution harms everyone.

Un parque limpio mejora el entorno del barrio.
A clean park improves the surroundings of the
neighbourhood.

El agua es un recurso muy importante.
Water is a very important resource.

No toda el agua del mundo es potable.
Not all the water in the world is drinkable.

El agua, la leche y el zumo son liquidos.
Water, milk and juice are liquids.

Mi moévil es similar al tuyo.
My mobile is similar to yours.



pattern si+ present: real possibilities

For something that can really happen, use si with the present tense, never the future: si reciclamos, no
si reciclaremos. The result can be the present (a general rule), the future (a promise or a prediction) or
an order (the imperative). The si part can come first or second: reciclaremos mas si separamos la
basura.

Si reciclamos el cartén, habra menos basura. ifwe recycle cardboard, there will be less rubbish.

Si el consumidor compra menos botellas, elimina mucho plastico. if the consumer
buys fewer bottles, they get rid of a lot of plastic.

Si el vaso es de plastico, va al contenedor amarillo. i the glass is plastic, it goes in the

yellow bin.
‘dialogue the residents’notice
elena Buenas tardes a todos. Os he convocado para leer el aviso de la asociacién

sobre el reciclaje en nuestra calle.
Good afternoon, everyone. | have called you to read the association’s notice about recycling in our street.
elena «Primero: en la calle solo hay un contenedor, y hace falta otro. Si se lo pedimos
al ayuntamiento, nos lo daran.»
“First: there is only one bin in the street, and we need another. If we ask the town hall, they will give it to us.”
elena «Segundo: es importante que todos separemos bien la basura: el carton, el
plasticoy el vidrio. El reciclaje es cosa de todos.»
“Second: it is important that we all sort the rubbish well: cardboard, plastic and glass. Recycling is everybody’s
job.”
elena «Los bares generan mucha basura: botellas, vasos y cajas de carton. Si reciclan
todo eso, se elimina la mitad de la basura de la calle.»
“Bars generate a lot of rubbish: bottles, glasses and cardboard boxes. If they recycle all that, half of the street’s
rubbish is gone.”
elena «Tercero: somos consumidores, asi que podemos cambiar muchas cosas. El
agua potable también es un recurso: si consumimos demasiada, no habra para
todos.»
“Third: we are consumers, so we can change many things. Drinking water is also a resource: if we use too much,
there won’t be enough for everyone.”
elena «La contaminacion hace mucho daio al entorno, y el consumo de agua y de
otros liquidos en botellas de plastico genera cada afio mas basura.»
“Pollution does a lot of harm to the environment, and our consumption of water and other liquids in plastic
bottles generates more rubbish every year.”
elena «En otro barrio tienen un plan similar y funciona muy bien. Si estais de
acuerdo, empezamos la semana que viene.»

“In another barrio they have a similar plan and it works very well. If you agree, we’ll start next week.”

elena Pero no hace falta esperar: el contenedor azul ya estd en la esquina.
But there is no need to wait: the blue bin is already on the corner.

ISpellit cover the word, write it, check

rubbish, garbage la basura

plastic el plastico
pollution la contaminacion

to recycle reciclar
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recycling el reciclaje

bin, container (for rubbish) el contenedor

good to know - After si, use the present, even when you mean the future: si llueve mafiana, no iremos.
The future (iremos) only goes in the other half of the sentence. Street bins in Spain are colour-coded:
yellow for plastic, cans and cartons, blue for paper and cardboard, green for glass. The word for a bin in
the street is el contenedor; the small one in an office or on a lamppost is la papelera, and the one under
the sink is el cubo de la basura. basura is the word for rubbish in general; a single piece of rubbish, like
a wrapper, is un papel or un envoltorio, and a bin in the street is el contenedor.

Si practicas un poco cada dia, hablaras mejor cada semana. One small habit, like sorting rubbish,
adds up: so does your Spanish.
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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so thatitlasts

Spanish B1
unit 7 - our planet

Say what something is for with para que + subjunctive (apaga la luz para que ahorremos) and
talk about energy, heating and saving.

Explaining why you do something is half of every conversation. When the other verb has a new subject,
Spanish needs para que + subjunctive; the same words are the ones you need to talk about bills, heating

and the climate.

word

la electricidad

el gas

el petréleo
nuclear
climatico
sostenible
la atmésfera
apagar
encender
iluminar
ahorrar
agotar
limitar

el limite
disminuir
multiplicar
calentar

aislar

el aislamiento
pattern para que + subjunctive

wishyou.today - learning - Spanish B1- free at wishyou.today/learning

meaning

electricity (pl. electricidades)

gas (pl. gases)

oil, petroleum (pl. petréleos)

nuclear

climate (as an adjective)

sustainable

atmosphere (pl. atmdésferas)

to turn off, to put out
to turn on, to light

to light up

to save (money, energy)
to use up, to run out of
to limit

limit (pl. limites)

to decrease, to go down
to multiply

to heat, to warm up

to insulate; to isolate

insulation (pl. aislamientos)

example

Sin electricidad no funciona nada en la oficina.
Without electricity nothing works in the office.

Cocinamos con gas, no con electricidad.
We cook with gas, not with electricity.

El petréleo es un recurso que se agota.
Oil is a resource that is running out.

Algunos paises usan energia nuclear.
Some countries use nuclear energy.

El cambio climatico es un problema para todos.
Climate change is a problem for everyone.

Queremos una ciudad mas sostenible.
We want a more sustainable city.

La contaminacidn sube a la atmdsfera.
Pollution rises into the atmosphere.

Apaga la luz al salir de la habitacion.
Turn off the light when you leave the room.

Enciendo la calefaccidon solo por la noche.
I only turn the heating on at night.

La luz del sol ilumina toda la sala.
The sunlight lights up the whole room.

Si apagamos la luz, ahorramos dinero.
If we turn off the light, we save money.

Si gastamos demasiado, agotaremos el agua.
If we use too much, we will use up the water.

El ayuntamiento limita la velocidad en el centro.
The council limits the speed in the centre.

El limite de tiempo es una hora.
The time limit is one hour.

El consumo de gas disminuye en verano.
Gas use goes down in summer.

Si multiplicas dos por cinco, tienes diez.
If you multiply two by five, you get ten.

Calentamos la casa con gas.
We heat the house with gas.

Hay que aislar bien las ventanas.
The windows need to be well insulated.

El aislamiento de las ventanas es importante en invierno.
Window insulation is important in winter.



Para says what something is for. If the subject stays the same, use para + infinitive: apago la luz para
ahorrar (I turn off the light to save). If a new person or thing does the second verb, use para que +
subjunctive: apago la luz para que ahorremos (so that we save). Here the subjunctive expresses a
purpose, not a fact yet.

Apago la luz para ahorrar electricidad. | turn off the light to save electricity.

Aislamos las ventanas para que la casa no pierda calor. we insulate the windows so that
the house doesn’t lose heat.

Diego programa el sistema para que la calefaccion se apague sola. picgo sets up
the system so that the heating switches itself off.

'dialogue the electricity bill

diego

martina

diego

annd

diego

martina

cdiego

annd

diego

annd

martina

Anna, mira la factura de la electricidad. iEs enorme!
Anna, look at the electricity bill. It’s huge!

Es normal: tenemos tres ordenadores encendidos todo el dia.
That’s normal: we have three computers on all day.

Y las luces del pasillo estan encendidas toda la noche.
And the corridor lights are on all night.

Entonces apagamos todo al salir, para que la factura baje.

Then we turn everything off when we leave, so that the bill goes down.

Buena idea. Y podemos comprar luces nuevas: iluminan mejor y ahorramos
energia.

Good idea. And we can buy new lights: they light better and we save energy.

En la oficina también podemos reciclar el papel y eliminar los vasos de plastico.
In the office we can also recycle paper and get rid of plastic cups.

En mi edificio el aislamiento es malo: en invierno calentamos la casa y todo el
calor sale por las ventanas.

In my building the insulation is bad: in winter we heat the flat and all the heat goes out through the windows.
Aqui también. Voy a mirar el aislamiento de la oficina para que no gastemos
tanto gas. Y voy a medir lo que gasta cada ordenador.

Here too. I'll look at the office insulation so that we don’t use so much gas. And I’'m going to measure what each
computer uses.

Cuando termines, dime cuanto podemos ahorrar.

When you finish, tell me how much we can save.

Un poco por oficina no es mucho, pero si multiplicas lo que ahorramos por mil
oficinas, ayudamos al clima.

A little per office isn’t much, but if you multiply what we save by a thousand offices, we help the climate.

Y no solo la electricidad: el agua potable también se agota si la gastamos sin
pensar.

And not only electricity: drinking water also runs out if we use it without thinking.

Si: el cambio climatico es un problema de todos. Si limitamos el consumo,

disminuira la contaminacion.
Yes: climate change is everybody’s problem. If we limit our consumption, pollution will go down.

ISpellit cover the word, write it, check

electricity

gas

la electricidad

el gas
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oil, petroleum el petréleo

nuclear nuclear
climate (as an adjective) climatico
sustainable sostenible

good to know - Ask one question: who does the second verb? The same person, use para + infinitive
(apago la luz para ahorrar). A different person or thing, use para que + subjunctive (apago la luz para
que tu ahorres). In Spain and Latin America people say la luz for the electricity and its bill: pagar la luz,
se haido la luz (there’s a power cut). Energy in general is la energia. For ‘turn on’ the lights you can also
hear prender in Latin America (prende la luz); in Spain, encender is the usual word.

Apaga la luz, enciende una idea: cada pequeiio gesto cuenta, y cada frase que dices en espaiiol
también.

Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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more and more

Spanish B1
unit 7 - our planet

Describe change with cada vez mas / cada vez menos and cuanto mas... mas..., and name the
animals you see, from mosquitoes to elephants.

The world around us is always changing, and we love to complain or marvel about it. Cada vez mas is the
phrase for it (more and more, less and less), and it’s everywhere in the news, in weather talk and in

conversation.

word

la fauna
salvaje

el insecto
el mosquito
la mosca

la arana

la serpiente
el caracol
el tigre

el ledn

el elefante
el ala

la pata

el océano

la superficie
el hemisferio

la abundancia abundance, plenty (pl. abundancias)

meadning

wildlife, fauna (pl. faunas)
wild

insect (pl. insectos)
mosquito (pl. mosquitos)

fly (pl. moscas)

spider (pl. arafnas)

snake (pl. serpientes)

snail (pl. caracoles)

tiger (pl. tigres)

lion (pl. leones)

elephant (pl. elefantes)

wing (pl. alas)

leg or paw (of an animal) (pl. patas)
ocean (pl. océanos)

surface; area (pl. superficies)

hemisphere (pl. hemisferios)

example

En la selva vive mucha fauna.
A lot of wildlife lives in the jungle.

El ledn es un animal salvaje.
The lion is a wild animal.

Una mosca es un insecto pequeiio.
A fly is a small insect.

En verano hay muchos mosquitos en la playa.
In summer there are lots of mosquitoes on the beach.

Hay una mosca en mi sopa.
There’s a fly in my soup.

Hay una arafia en la pared.
There’s a spider on the wall.

La serpiente no tiene patas.
The snake has no legs.

Después de la lluvia salen los caracoles al jardin.
After the rain the snails come out into the garden.

El tigre es un animal grande y fuerte.
The tiger is a big, strong animal.

El ledn es el rey de la selva.
The lion is the king of the jungle.

Un elefante es muy grande y tiene la nariz larga.
An elephant is very big and has a long nose.

El p4jaro tiene dos alas.
The bird has two wings.

El perro tiene cuatro patas.
The dog has four legs.

El océano cubre casi todo el planeta.
The ocean covers almost the whole planet.

La superficie del lago es muy tranquila.
The surface of the lake is very calm.

Espafia esté en el hemisferio norte.
Spain is in the northern hemisphere.

En primavera hay abundancia de flores.
In spring there are plenty of flowers.

[pattern cadavez mas, cuanto méas... mas
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Cada vez mas means ‘more and more’ and cada vez menos ‘less and less’: cada vez hay mas
mosquitos, cada vez llueve menos, un verano cada vez mas largo. For two things that grow together,
use cuanto mas... mas... (the more... the more...) and cuanto menos... menos..: cuanto mas sol hay, mas
insectos salen.

Cada vez hay mas mosquitos. There are more and more mosquitoes.

El verano es cada vez mas Iargo. Summer is getting longer and longer.

Cada vez llueve menos. it rains less and less.

Cuanto mas sol hay, mas insectos salen. the more sun there is, the more insects come out.

Idiclogue mosquitoes on the terrace

lucia iAy! Otro mosquito. Cada vez hay mas, y solo estamos en mayo.
Ouch! Another mosquito. There are more and more, and it’s only May.
anna En Manchester no hay tantos. Aqui, cuanto méas calor hace, mas insectos salen.

Es el cambio climatico.
There aren’t so many in Manchester. Here, the hotter it gets, the more insects come out. It’s climate change.

hugo Hola, chicas. Vengo de casa de la abuela: tiene una mosca enorme en la cocina.
Hi, girls. I’'m coming from Grandma’s: she’s got a huge fly in the kitchen.

anna Pues cuidado: Inés dice que algunos mosquitos pueden contagiar virus.
Well, careful: Inés says some mosquitoes can pass on viruses.
lucia Siéntate, Hugo. éHas visto el documental de ayer sobre la fauna salvaje? El

critico de mi periddico dice que es muy bueno.
Sit down, Hugo. Did you see yesterday’s documentary about wildlife? The critic in my paper says it’s very good.

hugo Si. Habia una serpiente, una araia grande y un tigre con unas patas enormes.
Yes. There was a snake, a big spider and a tiger with huge paws.

anna A mi me encantan los elefantes y los leones. iY los pajaros con sus alas
grandes!
I love the elephants and the lions. And the birds with their big wings!

hugo Creo que cada vez hay menos animales salvajes, asi que hay que proteger la
fauna.
I think there are fewer and fewer wild animals, so we have to protect wildlife.

lucia Es verdad. Por eso muchos parques protegen la fauna, para que los animales
vivan seguros.
That’s true. That’s why many parks protect wildlife, so that the animals live safely.

anna En el océano pasa lo mismo: cuanto mas plastico hay en la superficie, menos

peces viven abajo.
The same thing happens in the ocean: the more plastic there is on the surface, the fewer fish live below.

hugo Y en el hemisferio sur hay abundancia de especies, pero cada vez menos.
And in the southern hemisphere there’s an abundance of species, but less and less.
lucia Si cuidamos el entorno, habra abundancia de vida otra vez. Pero ahora

entremos en casa: los mosquitos siguen picando.
If we look after our surroundings, there will be plenty of life again. But now let’s go inside: the mosquitoes keep
biting.

ISpellit cover the word, write it, check

wildlife, fauna la fauna

wild salvaje
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insect el insecto

mosquito el mosquito
fly la mosca
spider la arana

good to know - ‘More and more’ is not repeated in Spanish: say cada vez mas (mas y mas exists in
songs and books, but cada vez mas is the everyday way). The same goes for ‘less and less’: cada vez
menos. In cuanto mas... mas... both halves have the same shape: cuanto més estudio, mas aprendo. In
Latin America you will often hear mientras maés... mas... instead: mientras mas practico, mejor hablo.
mosquito is the word in Spain and in most of Latin America; in some countries, like Colombia and
Venezuela, people also say zancudo.

Cada vez entiendes mas, y cada vez hablas mejor. Cuanto mas practicas, mas facil es.
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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plant it wherever you

like

Spanish B1
unit 7 - our
planet

Give open choices with donde quieras and como prefieras (subjunctive), and talk about
planting, watering and growing things.
When the place or the way isn’t decided yet, Spanish switches to the subjunctive: donde quieras, como
prefieras. It is how you say ‘wherever you like’ and ‘however you want’, which is useful far beyond the

garden.

word

la semilla
la raiz

el tronco
el pino

el olivo
plantar

cultivar
regar

podar

el huerto

la huerta

la gota
la piedra
el terreno
habitar

enterrar

meaning

seed (pl. semillas)

root (pl. raices)

trunk (of a tree) (pl. troncos)
pine tree (pl. pinos)

olive tree (pl. olivos)

to plant

to grow (crops), to cultivate
to water
to prune

vegetable garden, small orchard (pl.
huertos)

market garden, irrigated farmland (pl.
huertas)

drop (pl. gotas)

stone (pl. piedras)
land, plot (pl. terrenos)
to inhabit, to live in

to bury

pattern donde quieras, como quieras
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example

Una semilla pequefia da un arbol grande.
A small seed gives a big tree.

Las raices del &rbol son muy largas.
The tree’s roots are very long.

El tronco de este arbol es muy grueso.
The trunk of this tree is very thick.

En la sierra hay muchos pinos.
In the mountains there are lots of pine trees.

En el sur hay muchos olivos.
In the south there are lots of olive trees.

Mafiana vamos a plantar un arbol en la plaza.
Tomorrow we’re going to plant a tree in the
square.

Elena cultiva tomates en su huerto.
Elena grows tomatoes in her vegetable garden.

Riego las plantas por la mafiana.
I water the plants in the morning.

En invierno se poda el olivo.
In winter you prune the olive tree.

En el huerto de Elena hay tomates y cebollas.
In Elena’s garden there are tomatoes and
onions.

La huerta de Valencia es famosa por sus
naranjas.
Valencia’s farmland is famous for its oranges.

No cae ni una gota de lluvia.
Not a drop of rain is falling.

El muro de la casa es de piedra.
The wall of the house is made of stone.

Tienen un terreno grande cerca del pueblo.
They have a big plot of land near the village.

Muchos animales habitan en el bosque.
Many animals live in the forest.

El perro entierra el hueso en el jardin.
The dog buries the bone in the garden.

10



When the place or the way is still open, put the verb after donde or como in the subjunctive: plantalo
donde quieras (wherever you like), hazlo como prefieras (however you prefer). When the place or way is
known and real, use the indicative: planto el olivo donde hay sol (where there is sun).

Plantalo donde quieras. Plant it wherever you like.

Hazlo como prefieras. Do it however you prefer.

Planto las semillas donde hay sOl. | plant the seeds where there is sun.
Pon la silla donde quieras. Put the chair wherever you want.

'dicloguie a tree forthe square

elena

annd

elena

annd

elena

annd

elena

annd

elena

annd

elena

Anna, mira: hoy plantamos un olivo y un pino en la plaza nueva.
Anna, look: today we’re planting an olive tree and a pine in the new square.

¢Dénde los planto, Elena?
Where do | plant them, Elena?

Donde quieras, pero donde dé el sol. Las raices necesitan espacio.
Wherever you like, but where the sun reaches. The roots need space.

Vale. Y la tierra? Hay muchas piedras en este terreno. Y veo insectos y
caracoles.

OK. And the soil? There are lots of stones in this ground. And | can see insects and snails.

Quita las piedras. Después entierra las raices y deja fuera el tronco.
Take out the stones. Then bury the roots and leave the trunk outside.

Ya esta. éCuanta agua le echo?

Done. How much water do | give it?

Riégalo como prefieras, pero sin mucha agua. Una gota cada dia es mejor que
un cubo el domingo.

Water it however you prefer, but not too much. A drop every day is better than a bucket on Sunday.

£Y tu tenias huerto en tu pueblo?

And did you have a garden in your village?

En mi pueblo hay muchos pinos. Mi abuelo cultivaba un huerto pequenioy yo
regaba las plantas cada tarde.

In my village there are lots of pine trees. My grandfather grew a small vegetable garden and | watered the plants
every afternoon.

&Y cuando se poda el olivo?
And when do you prune the olive tree?
En invierno. Y hasta que crezca, riégalo un poco cada dia. Venga, dame esas
semillas, que las planto yo.

In winter. And until it grows, water it a little every day. Come on, give me those seeds, I'll plant them.

iLa plaza nueva es una victoria de todos los vecinos!
The new square is a victory for all the neighbours!

ISpellit cover the word, write it, check

seed la semilla

root la raiz

trunk (of a tree) eltronco T

pine tree elpino
olive tree elolivo
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to plant plantar

good to know : The subjunctive says ‘l don’t know where or how yet’: donde quieras, como prefieras,
cuando puedas. If the place is known, use the indicative: la plaza donde vivo. un huerto is small: a
garden for vegetables at home, at school or between flats. la huerta is farmland, often the irrigated land

around Valencia and Murcia. plantas means both ‘plants’ (the noun) and ‘you plant’; the sentence tells
you which.

Pon tu semilla donde quieras y riégala un poco cada dia: asi crece el espafiol, y asi crecen los
arboles.

Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning

wishyou.today - learning - Spanish B1- free at wishyou.today/learning 12



wishyou.today

the square has become

green

Spanish B1
unit 7 - our
planet

Say how someone or something changed with ponerse, volverse, hacerse and quedarse, and
praise things with words like increible, precioso and super.

Things change all the time, and English just says ‘become’. Spanish chooses a different verb depending on
how the change happens: quickly, deeply, by effort, or as a result. It’s a very natural way to sound like a

native speaker.

word

transformar

variar
increible
maravilloso
fantastico
impresionante
terrible
hermoso
bello
precioso
excelente
auténtico
fatal

super
barbaro

maravillar

brillante

meaning

to transform, to change

to vary, to differ
incredible, unbelievable
wonderful, marvellous
fantastic

impressive, stunning
terrible, awful
beautiful, lovely
beautiful

lovely, gorgeous
excellent

authentic, genuine
awful; terribly (informal)

super, great (informal)

great, fantastic (Argentina:

ibarbaro!)

to amaze (works like gustar)

brilliant, shining

example

Los arboles transforman la plaza en un lugar
agradable.
The trees turn the square into a pleasant place.

El precio varia mucho de una tienda a otra.
The price varies a lot from one shop to another.

iEs increible: ya es mayo!
It’s incredible: it’s already May!

Hace un dia maravilloso.
It’s a wonderful day.

Tienes un trabajo fantastico.
You have a fantastic job.

La vista desde la sierra es impresionante.
The view from the mountains is stunning.

Hace un frio terrible esta noche.
It’s terribly cold tonight.

iQué plaza tan hermosa!
What a beautiful square!

Granada es una ciudad muy bella.
Granada is a very beautiful city.

Tienes un piso precioso.
You have a gorgeous flat.

Es una idea excelente.
It’s an excellent idea.

Esta es una tortilla auténtica.
This is a genuine tortilla.

Hoy me siento fatal: tengo fiebre.
| feel awful today: | have a fever.

La fiesta fue super.
The party was great.

—iQuedamos mafiana? —iBarbaro!
“Shall we meet tomorrow?” “Great!”

Me maravilla cémo ha cambiado la plaza.
I’m amazed at how the square has changed.

Es una idea brillante.
It’s a brilliant idea.

pattern ponerse, volverse, hacerse, quedarse
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[poneres - saiestive | [voiverse ] [maceres | [avedorss

Spanish has several ‘become’ verbs. Ponerse + adjective is a quick change of mood or state (me puse
nerviosa). Volverse is a deeper change (la plaza se ha vuelto verde). Hacerse is a change you work
towards, like fame or a job (se hizo famoso). Quedarse is a result (se quedé sin agua, me quedé
sorprendida).

Elena se puso nerviosa. tiena got nervous.

La plaza se ha vuelto muy bonita. the square has become very pretty.

Manuel se hizo famoso por sus tortillas. Manuel became famous for his tortillas.
El huerto se qued6 sin agua. The garden ran out of water.

'diclogue the square has become green

manuel

annd

manuel

annd

martina

annd

manuel

annd

martina

annd

manuel

martina

Anna, imira la plaza! Se ha transformado en un jardin.
Anna, look at the square! It’s turned into a garden.

Es increible. Hace un mes era gris y fea, y ahora se ha vuelto muy bonita.

It’s incredible. A month ago it was grey and ugly, and now it’s become really pretty.

Y Elena se ha puesto muy contenta con los arboles. Antes decia que la plaza era
terrible.

And Elena is delighted with the trees. She used to say the square was terrible.

Me maravilla cdmo ha cambiado el barrio. Cada vez hay mas gente en la plaza.
It amazes me how the neighbourhood has changed. There are more and more people in the square.

iBarbaro! La luz de la tarde es brillante. iQué foto voy a sacar!
Great! The afternoon light is brilliant. What a photo I’'m going to take!

Elena riega los arboles cada mafana, y ya tienen raices y troncos fuertes.
Elena waters the trees every morning, and they already have strong roots and trunks.

Parece que todo el barrio quiere venir: ihasta mis clientes se quedan mas
tiempo!

It seems the whole neighbourhood wants to come: even my customers stay longer!

Me alegro de que a todos les guste. Ojala la plaza se mantenga asi de hermosa.
I’'m glad that everyone likes it. | hope the square stays this beautiful.

Si cuidamos las plantas, estara preciosa todo el afio.
If we look after the plants, it will stay gorgeous all year.

Este domingo es mi cumpleaios. éHacemos una comida en la plaza?
This Sunday is my birthday. Shall we have a lunch in the square?

iExcelente idea! Yo llevo la tortilla: te prometo que es auténtica.

Excellent idea! I'll bring the tortilla: | promise you it’s the real thing.

iSuper! Yo llevo el mate y mi camara.
Great! Ill bring the mate and my camera.

ISpellit cover the word, write it, check

to transform, to change transformar

to vary, to differ variar
incredible, unbelievable increible
wonderful, marvellous maravilloso
fantastic fantastico

impressive, stunning impresionante
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good to know - Quick check: a mood that passes, use ponerse (me puse nerviosa). Something deep or
long-lasting, use volverse (se ha vuelto timido). Something you worked for, hacerse (se hizo médico). A
result, quedarse (me quedé sin bateria). There are many words for ‘beautiful’. bonito and precioso are
everyday words; hermoso is warm and very common in Latin America; bello is more formal or literary.
Super is informal: sGper bonito = really pretty. Martina says ibarbaro! for ‘great!” in Argentina. In Spain
you will hear igenial! and iguay!, in Mexico iqué padre! and ichido!, and in Colombia ichévere!.

Desde el primer dia, tu espafiol se ha vuelto mucho mas natural. iExcelente!
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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Spanish B1

mission: the green

planet

squcare

Follow a month in the life of the new square: a recycling notice, a greener office, a little garden
and Anna’s birthday, using si + present, para que, cada vez mas, donde / como and the
‘become’ verbs.

Everything from this unit in one story: si + present, para que + subjunctive, cada vez mas, donde quieras
and se ha vuelto, plus the words for rubbish, energy, animals and plants. If you can follow the square’s big
month, you can talk about your own neighbourhood.

'chapteri anotice for the neighbours

elena Buenas tardes. Ya tenemos el contenedor nuevo, y he escrito un aviso para
todos los vecinos. Escuchad.
Good evening. We have the new bin already, and I’'ve written a notice for all the neighbours. Listen.

elena «Aviso para los vecinos: desde el lunes hay un contenedor azul y otro amarillo
en la esquina de la plaza. El azul es para el papel y el cartén; el amarillo, para el
plastico. Si el vaso o la botella tienen liquido, no los echéis en el contenedor. Si
reciclamos todos, generaremos menos basura y haremos menos dano al
entorno. El agua potable es un recurso: cada gota cuenta. El reciclaje empieza

en tu casa. Gracias.»

“Notice for the neighbours: from Monday there is a blue bin and a yellow one on the corner of the square. The
blue one is for paper and cardboard; the yellow one, for plastic. If the glass or the bottle has liquid in it, don’t put
it in the bin. If we all recycle, we’ll produce less rubbish and do less harm to our surroundings. Drinking water is a
resource: every drop counts. Recycling starts at home. Thank you.”

lucia Muy claro, Elena. Y los consumidores? Si el consumo no baja, habra la misma
basura.
Very clear, Elena. And what about consumers? If consumption doesn’t go down, there’ll be just as much rubbish.
anna Yo ya compro menos botellas de plastico. En mi opinidn, es importante que

consumamos menos.
I already buy fewer plastic bottles. In my opinion, it’s important that we consume less.

manuel En mi bar generamos menos basura que antes, y el consumo de plastico
disminuye cada mes.

In my bar we produce less rubbish than before, and plastic use goes down every month.

elena iEso es! Si todos hacemos algo similar, el barrio sera un ejemplo para otros.
That’s it! If we all do something similar, the neighbourhood will be an example for others.

chapter2 agreener office
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diego

annd

diego

martina

diego

martina

annd

Anna, ya he mirado el aislamiento de la oficina: las ventanas pierden mucho
calor.

Anna, I've looked at the office insulation: the windows lose a lot of heat.

Entonces aislamos las ventanas para que la factura del gas baje en invierno.
Then we’ll insulate the windows so that the gas bill goes down in winter.

Y he instalado un programa: la calefaccion se enciende a las ocho y se apaga a
las seis.

And I've installed a programme: the heating comes on at eight and goes off at six.

Yo apago las luces del estudio al salir. Con la luz del sol, la sala se ilumina muy
bien.

I turn off the studio lights when | leave. With the sunlight, the room is nicely lit.

Si ahorramos electricidad todos los meses, ahorraremos mucho dinero. Ojala la
factura disminuya a la mitad.

If we save electricity every month, we’ll save a lot of money. | hope the bill goes down by half.

Multiplica la factura de enero por doce y entenderas por qué hay que limitar el
consumo.

Multiply January’s bill by twelve and you’ll see why we have to limit consumption.

El petréleo y el gas se agotaran algun dia. Es mejor usar energia sostenible que
calentar el planeta.

Oil and gas will run out one day. It’s better to use sustainable energy than to heat up the planet.

Y el cambio climatico ya es un problema. Cada vez hace mas calor en Madrid.
And climate change is already a problem. It’s getting hotter and hotter in Madrid.

Ichapters a garden in the square

hugo

elena

hugo

elena

annd

hugo

elena

iAbuela! Mira: he traido semillas de tomate y un olivo pequefio.

Grandma! Look: I’'ve brought tomato seeds and a little olive tree.

Plantalo donde quieras, Hugo, pero entierra bien las raices y deja fuera el
tronco.

Plant it wherever you like, Hugo, but bury the roots well and leave the trunk outside.

Vale. Hay muchas piedras en este terreno. éCémo cultivamos el huerto?

OK. There are lots of stones in this ground. How do we grow the garden?

Como prefieras, pero riega cada dia un poco: una gota cada dia es mejor que un
cubo el domingo.

However you prefer, but water a little every day: a drop every day is better than a bucket on Sunday.

iAy, una arafa en el tronco! Y mira: un caracol, y un mosquito en mi brazo.

Oh, a spider on the trunk! And look: a snail, and a mosquito on my arm.

Son insectos y animales pequenos: habitan en todos los jardines. Cada vez hay
mas, porque la plaza esta cada vez mas verde.

They’re insects and small animals: they live in every garden. There are more and more, because the square is
getting greener and greener.

Mi abuela cuida el huerto como en el pueblo. Cuanto mas riega, mas verde se
pone todo.

My grandmother looks after the garden like in the village. The more she waters, the greener everything gets.

En invierno podo el olivo, y en primavera planto otro pino en la plaza. La huerta

de mi pueblo era enorme.
In winter I’ll prune the olive tree, and in spring I’ll plant another pine in the square. The farmland in my village
was huge.

chapter4 annaturns 31
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lucia

annd

manuel

martina

hugo

diego

annd

iFeliz cumpleanos, Anna! Treinta y un afios y una plaza nueva para celebrarlo.
Happy birthday, Anna! Thirty-one years old and a new square to celebrate it.

Gracias. Es increible: la plaza se ha vuelto un jardin maravilloso, y todos mis
amigos estan aqui.

Thank you. It’s incredible: the square has become a wonderful garden, and all my friends are here.

He traido la tortilla. Te prometo que es auténtica. iY esta super buena!

I’'ve brought the tortilla. | promise it’s the real thing. And it’s really good!

iBarbaro! Anna, te espero con la cdmara. La luz es brillante y el cielo esta
precioso.

Great! Anna, I’'m waiting for you with the camera. The light is brilliant and the sky is gorgeous.

Te he comprado un libro de fauna salvaje: leones, elefantes, un tigre... Las fotos
son fantasticas.

I’'ve bought you a book about wildlife: lions, elephants, a tiger.. The photos are fantastic.

Esta mafana llovia y hacia un tiempo terrible, pero ahora hace un sol increible.
El tiempo varia mucho en mayo.

This morning it was raining and the weather was terrible, but now it’s gloriously sunny. The weather changes a
lot in May.

A mi me maravilla el cambio. Esta plaza es bella, y me hace sentir joven. Anna,
ven a la mesa: ivamos a comer!

The change amazes me. This square is beautiful, and it makes me feel young. Anna, come to the table: let’s eat!
Me alegro de que estéis todos aqui. Ojala cada afio sea tan hermoso. iGracias

por todo!
I’m so glad you’re all here. | hope every year is this lovely. Thanks for everything!

[chapters| a planet that changes

hugo

hugo

hugo

hugo

hugo

hugo

Hoy os leo un articulo de la revista del barrio. Se llama «Un planeta que
cambia».

Today I’'m reading you an article from the barrio magazine. It is called “A planet that changes”.

La contaminacidn llega hasta el océano. En la superficie del agua hay plastico, y
muchos animales tienen problemas.

Pollution reaches even the ocean. On the surface of the water there is plastic, and many animals have problems.
En el hemisferio norte ya no hay la abundancia de insectos de antes: hay menos
moscas, y sin insectos hay también menos pajaros y menos serpientes en el
campo.

In the northern hemisphere there is no longer the abundance of insects there used to be: there are fewer flies,
and without insects there are also fewer birds and fewer snakes in the country.

Algunos dicen que la energia nuclear puede eliminar el problema, pero otros no
estan de acuerdo. Lo que esta claro es que la atmdsfera tiene un limite: si no lo
respetamos, el efecto puede ser fatal.

Some say that nuclear energy can get rid of the problem, but others disagree. What is clear is that the
atmosphere has a limit: if we do not respect it, the effect can be awful.

Sin embargo, también podemos transformar nuestro barrio. El jardin de dofia
Elena en la plaza nueva es impresionante, y la idea de reciclar el plastico de los

bares es excelente.
However, we can also transform our own barrio. Dofia Elena’s garden in the new square is impressive, and the
idea of recycling the bars’ plastic is excellent.

Y td, équé vas a hacer esta semana para cambiar las cosas?
And you, what are you going to do this week to change things?
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Has terminado la unidad 7: hablas de reciclaje, de energia, de animales y de plantas, y sabes decir
como cambian las cosas. iEnhorabuena!

Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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