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Spanish B1
m equul unit 12 - living together

Give and defend an opinion about equality with creo que, no creo que and cada vez mas.

Defending a point of view is at the heart of the Bl exam: creo que takes the indicative, but no creo que
takes the subjunctive. Add cada vez mas and the words of society, and you can discuss almost any topic.

words
word meaning example
La igualdad entre hombres y mujeres es
. . . importante.
la Igualdad equality (pl. igualdades) Equality between men and women is
important.
f . feminine: , Es un equipo de fatbol femenino.
émenino eminine; womens It is a women's football team.
N N . La palabra «chico» es masculina.
masculino masculine; men’s The word “chico” is masculine.
. . . . La humanidad ha cambiado mucho.
la humanidad humanity, mankind (pl. humanidades) Humanity has changed a lot.
. P T T Cada individuo es diferente.
el individuo individual, person (pl. individuos) Every individual is different.
universal universal La musica es un lenguaje universal.

Music is a universal language.

Su comportamiento en clase es muy

el comportamiento behaviour (pl. comportamientos) bueno.
His behaviour in class is very good.

Hay reglas de conducta en la oficina.

la conducta conduct, behaviour (pl. conductas) There are rules of conduct in the office.
. . . Tiene una actitud muy positiva.
la actitud attitude (pl. actitudes) She has a very positive attitude.
la tend . trend. tend (pl. tendencias) Hay una tendencia a vivir en las ciudades.
a tenaencia rend, tendency (pl. tendencias There is a trend towards living in cities.
.2 . . La separacion de la basura es facil.
la separacion separation (pl. separaciones) Separating the rubbish is easy.
| . nce (pl ias) Su presencia en la reunién es importante.
a presencia presence (pl. presencias Her presence at the meeting is important.
L] . . . E t' h i i .
estimar to value, to think highly of; to estimate SHMO MUCNo @ MIS VBCINos

I think a lot of my neighbours.

Mucha gente vincula la fiesta con el

vincular to link, to connect verano.
Many people link the fiesta with summer.

El trato{trato} de los vecinos es muy
amable.
The neighbours' manner is very kind.

treatment, the way you treat people (pl.

el trato tratos)

poattern creo que +indicctive, no creo que + subjunctive
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When you state your belief, use the indicative: creo que es una buena idea, pienso que hay mas
igualdad. When you doubt or deny, use the subjunctive: no creo que sea facil, no pienso que tengas
razén. Cada vez mas (more and more) and cada vez menos show change over time: cada vez hay mas
equipos femeninos.

Creo que es una buena idea. | think it is a good idea.

No creo que sea facil.  dont think it is easy.

Pienso que hay mas igualdad hoy. I think there is more equality today.
No pienso que tengas razén. | don't think you are right.

dialogue a radio programme

hugo Hoy mi programa de radio habla de igualdad. ¢Qué opinais?
Today my radio programme is about equality. What do you think?

anna En mi opinidn, la igualdad es un valor universal. Creo que la humanidad entera
la necesita.

In my opinion, equality is a universal value. | think all of humanity needs it.

martina  Estoy de acuerdo, pero no creo que sea facil. Hay una tendencia positiva: cada
vez hay mas equipos de futbol femenino.
| agree, but | don't think it is easy. There is a positive trend: there are more and more women's football teams.
diego Por un lado, hay mas presencia de mujeres en el deporte. Por otro lado, el trato
en la prensa todavia no es igual.
On the one hand, there are more women in sport. On the other hand, the way they are treated in the press is still
not equal.
lucia Yo vinculo la igualdad con la actitud de cada individuo. El comportamiento en

casa también cuenta.
I link equality with the attitude of each individual. Behaviour at home counts too.

hugo &Y qué pensais de los trabajos masculinos y femeninos?
And what do you think about men's jobs and women's jobs?

anna No creo que haya trabajos masculinos y femeninos. En la agencia trabajamos
todos igual.

I don't think there are men's jobs and women's jobs. At the agency we all work the same.

martina Cada derecho es una conquista de mucha gente, y ningin grupo debe dominar
a otro.
Every right is a conquest by many people, and no group should rule over another.

martina Yo estimo mucho a la gente con buena conducta, sea hombre o mujer.
I think highly of people with good conduct, whether they are men or women.

diego Estoy de acuerdo con Martina. Para mi, lo importante es el respeto.
| agree with Martina. For me, the important thing is respect.
lucia He leido un ensayo sobre eso. Dice que la igualdad es una causa noble y
necesita una alianza entre hombres y mujeres.
| have read an essay about that. It says equality is a noble cause and needs an alliance between men and women.
hugo Gracias a todos. Opiniones diferentes, y una separacion clara entre ideas y

personas: iasi es el debate!
Thanks, everybody. Different opinions, and a clear separation between ideas and people: that is what debate is!

spellit cover the word, write it, check
equality la igualdad
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feminine; women's femenino

masculine; men's masculino

humanity, mankind la humanidad
individual, person el individuo
universal universal

good to know - Creo que no es facil and no creo que sea facil mean almost the same, but the second is
the more natural way to doubt something. With creo que + negative, the verb stays in the indicative.

Opinions are better with good reasons. Today you have both: the words and the grammar.
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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. (c\A-1-1 aa helping hand

Spanish B1
unit 12 - living together

Talk about helping others and volunteering, say what is important with es importante que +
subjunctive, and write a formal email.

Es importante que, es mejor que and es necesario que are how you give advice and judge things in general.
Together with the words of solidarity, you can offer help in a formal email, which is task 1 of the writing

exam.

words

word

la solidaridad
solidario
voluntario

la pobreza

la acogida

la integracion
integrar

la inmigracion
la emigracion
el/la emigrante
el/la residente
adoptar

la cortesia

el/la lider

meadning

solidarity (pl. solidaridades)
supportive, caring

voluntary; volunteer

poverty (pl. pobrezas)

welcome, reception (pl. acogidas)
integration (pl. integraciones)

to integrate, to include
immigration (pl. inmigraciones)
emigration (pl. emigraciones)
emigrant (pl. emigrantes)
resident (pl. residentes)

to adopt

politeness, courtesy (pl. cortesias)

leader (pl. lideres)

example

La solidaridad ayuda a mucha gente.
Solidarity helps a lot of people.

Es un vecino muy solidario.
He is a very caring neighbour.

Es un trabajo voluntario.
It is voluntary work.

La pobreza es un problema en muchos paises.
Poverty is a problem in many countries.

La acogida de los vecinos fue muy buena.
The neighbours' welcome was very good.

La integracion de los nuevos vecinos es importante.
The integration of the new neighbours is important.

El club integra a gente de todas las edades.
The club includes people of all ages.

La inmigracion llegd a Madrid en los afios noventa.
Immigration came to Madrid in the nineties.

La emigracién cambié muchos pueblos.
Emigration changed many villages.

Mi abuelo fue emigrante en Francia.
My grandfather was an emigrant in France.

Los residentes del edificio hacen una reunién.
The residents of the building hold a meeting.

Mi vecina quiere adoptar un perro.
My neighbour wants to adopt a dog.

Decir gracias es cortesia.
Saying thank you is politeness.

Elena es la lider de la asociacién.
Elena is the leader of the association.

poattern esimportante que, es mejor que, es necesdrio cque
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A judgement about what someone should do takes que + subjunctive: es importante que todos ayuden,
es mejor que vengas temprano, es necesario que tengamos mas voluntarios. If the judgement is
general, with no particular person, use the infinitive: es importante ayudar.

Es importante que todos ayuden. It is important that everybody helps.

Es mejor que vengas temprano. itis better that you come early.

Es necesario que tengamos mas voluntarios. we need to have more volunteers.
Es importante ser amable. itis important to be kind.

dicalogue awelcome project

elena Gracias por venir. Esta tarde empezamos el proyecto de acogida para los nuevos
vecinos.

Thank you for coming. This afternoon we start the welcome project for the new neighbours.

hugo Yo soy voluntario. Es importante que los residentes nuevos se sientan en casa.
I am a volunteer. It is important that the new residents feel at home.

anna Yo también quiero ser voluntaria. éQué tengo que hacer?
| want to be a volunteer too. What do | have to do?

elena Te recomiendo que hables con las familias inmigrantes, sobre todo con las
africanas, y que les ayudes con el espanol.

| reccommend that you talk to the immigrant families, especially the African ones, and help them with Spanish.

lucia Es mejor que vayamos en parejas. Asi la acogida es mas amable.
It's better that we go in pairs. That way the welcome is friendlier.

anna Es importante que no haya separacion entre vecinos antiguos y nuevos.
It is important that there is no separation between old and new neighbours.

hugo Me gusta mucho este proyecto: vincula a personas de todas las edades.
I really like this project: it links people of all ages.

elena Muy bien. La solidaridad empieza con una buena actitud y con cortesia: saludar,
escuchar, sonreir.
Very good. Solidarity starts with a good attitude and with courtesy: greeting, listening, smiling.

hugo Queremos integrar a todos los vecinos. Para que funcione, es importante que

todos participen.
We want to integrate all the neighbours. For it to work, it is important that everybody takes part.

elena Y en todos los grupos hay presencia femenina y masculina: eso también es
igualdad.
And in every group there is a female and a male presence: that is equality too.

anna También necesitamos un lider en cada edificio.
We also need a leader in every building.

elena Yo soy la lider de este. Y una familia quiere adoptar un perro del barrio: les

ayudo con los papeles.
| am the leader of this one. And a family wants to adopt a dog from the neighbourhood: | am helping them with
the papers.

lucia Esa es la mejor solidaridad: empezar por la puerta de al lado. Mi abuelo fue

emigrante en Alemania, y alli también le ayudaron.
That is the best kind of solidarity: starting with the door next to yours. My grandfather was an emigrantin
Germany, and people helped him there too.

spellit cover the word, write it, check
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solidarity la solidaridad

supportive, caring solidario
voluntary; volunteer voluntario T
poverty la pobreza
welcome, reception laacogida T
Integration la integracién

good to know - Un voluntario is a person who helps by choice. As an adjective, voluntario means by
choice, and for a man or woman it changes: un trabajo voluntario, una persona voluntaria.

A formal email and a good deed: both start with a few right words.
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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- (\A-1-] at the town hall

Spanish B1
unit 12 - living together

Ask indirect questions to get information from officials (¢ésabes si...?, no sé donde...) and talk
about how a city is governed.

Indirect questions are the polite way to ask for information: ésabe si abre hoy?, queria saber cuando es.
Together with the vocabulary of town halls and institutions, they help you with every office and in task 4 of

the speaking exam.

words

word

la democracia
democratico

el parlamento

la constituciéon

gobernar

el alcalde
la autoridad
la institucion

el/la representante

representativo

la representacion

regional
provincial

el distrito

comunitario

administrar

medning

democracy (pl. democracias)
democratic

parliament (pl. parlamentos)

constitution (pl. constituciones)

to govern, to run

mayor (pl. alcaldes)
authority (pl. autoridades)
institution (pl. instituciones)

representative (pl. representantes)

representative (adj)

representation; performance (pl.
representaciones)

regional
provincial

district (pl. distritos)

community (adj)

to manage, to administer
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example

En una democracia, todos pueden votar.
In a democracy, everyone can vote.

Es una decisiéon democrética.
It is a democratic decision.

El parlamento esta en Madrid.
The parliament is in Madrid.

La Constitucidn espafiola es de 1978.
The Spanish constitution dates from
1978.

El alcalde gobierna la ciudad con su
equipo.
The mayor runs the city with his team.

La alcaldesa habla con los vecinos.
The mayor talks to the neighbours.

Las autoridades dan informacién.
The authorities give information.

La biblioteca es una institucion publica.
The library is a public institution.

Cada edificio tiene un representante.
Each building has a representative.

Es un grupo representativo de los
vecinos.

It is a group that represents the
neighbours.

La representacion de los vecinos es muy
importante.

The neighbours' representation is very
important.

Hay fiestas regionales en toda Espafia.
There are regional fiestas all over Spain.

La oficina provincial est4 en el centro.
The provincial office is in the centre.

Madrid tiene veintiin distritos.
Madrid has twenty-one districts.

Es un proyecto comunitario del barrio.
It is a community project of the
neighbourhood.

La asociacién administra el dinero del
edificio.

The association manages the building's
money.



La ciudad otorga un premio al mejor
vecino.

The city awards a prize to the best
neighbour.

otorgar to award, to grant

La ciudad concede permisos para las
conceder to grant, to award fiestas.
The city grants permits for the fiestas.

Se paga mediante tarjeta.

mediante by means of, through It is paid for by card.

pcttern ¢sabes si...?, no sé dénde...

An indirect question sits inside another sentence. It has no question marks of its own and the verb
stays in the indicative. With yes/no questions, use si: (sabes si abre hoy? With question words, keep
them with their accent: no sé donde esta, me pregunta qué quiero. Queria saber... is a polite way to start
at an office.

¢Sabes si el ayuntamiento abre hoy? po you know if the town hall is open today?
No sé dénde esta la oficina. i don't know where the office is.

Queria saber cuando es la reunion. | wanted to know when the meeting is.

Me pregunta C[Ué papeles necesito. she asks me which papers | need.

diclogue aresidents' meeting
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elena Buenas tardes a todos. Esta reunion del distrito es democratica: todos podéis
hablar.
Good evening, everybody. This district meeting is democratic: you can all speak.

hugo Leo el cartel: «La alcaldesa gobierna la ciudad y las autoridades del distrito
escuchan a los residentes.»

I read the notice: “The mayor runs the city and the district authorities listen to the residents.”

manuel  ¢Sabes si el ayuntamiento concede permisos para la fiesta de la calle?
Do you know if the town hall grants permits for the street party?

elena No sé quién los concede exactamente. Creo que la oficina provincial o la
regional administra los permisos.
I don't know exactly who grants them. | think the provincial or the regional office manages the permits.

anna éPodria preguntar yo en la oficina del distrito? Quiero saber cuando abre y qué
papeles hacen falta.

Could | ask at the district office? | want to know when it opens and which papers are needed.

elena Si. Y pregunta también mediante el formulario de la pagina web, si se puede.
Yes. And also ask through the form on the website, if you can.

hugo La representacion de los vecinos es muy importante: cada edificio tiene un
representante.

The representation of the neighbours is very important: each building has a representative.

manuel  Para mi, esta asociacion es un grupo solidario y representativo del barrio.
For me, this association is a caring group that represents the neighbourhood.
elena Cada ano la ciudad otorga un premio al mejor proyecto comunitario. Este ano, el
nuestro es el de acogida, que integra a los inmigrantes.
Every year the city awards a prize to the best community project. This year, ours is the welcome project, which
integrates the immigrants.
anna La Constitucidn y el parlamento nos dan voz, pero es mas facil hablar aqui, en el
barrio.
The Constitution and parliament give us a voice, but it is easier to speak here, in the neighbourhood.
manuel  Para la fiesta necesitamos un escenario y musica. Hay un grupo del barrio que
toca jazz y pop.
For the party we need a stage and music. There is a band from the neighbourhood that plays jazz and pop.
elena Perfecto. Y que pongan también discos de musica de cada pais: nuestro barrio

es el mundo en pequeno.
Perfect. And they should also play records of music from every country: our neighbourhood is the world in

miniature.

spellit cover the word, write it, check

democracy la democracia

democratic democritico
parliament el parlamento

constitution la constitucion

to govern, to run gobernar
mayor elalcalde

good to know - With officials, say usted: ésabe si..?, épodria decirme...? Among neighbours, tu: ésabes
si..? In Latin America, ustedes replaces vosotros everywhere, and in some countries usted is even used
with friends.
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A polite question opens many doors. Now you can ask anything in a Spanish office.
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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day 70U TS

Spanish B1
unit 12 - living together

Understand and discuss news about a strike, and link causes and results with asi que, por lo
tanto, o sea que and tan... que.

News and debates are full of results and consequences: hay huelga, asi que no hay metro; tanta gente que
no se puede pasar. These linking words make your speech and your writing flow, and they are worth marks

in the exam.

words

word

la huelga
el sindicato

el obrero

la corrupcion

la justicia
el juzgado
acusar

liberal

la presion
manifestar
oponer
enfrentar
pelear

el respaldo
expulsar

privar

meadning

strike (pl. huelgas)

trade union (pl. sindicatos)
(manual) worker

corruption (pl. corrupciones)
justice (pl. justicias)

court (pl. juzgados)

to accuse

liberal, open-minded

pressure (pl. presiones)

to show, to express; (se) to
demonstrate

to oppose; (se) to be against
to face, to confront

to fight, to argue

backing, support (pl. respaldos)

to expel, to throw out

to deprive

example

Mafiana hay huelga de metro.
Tomorrow there is a metro strike.

El sindicato habla con la empresa.
The union talks to the company.

Los obreros trabajan en la calle.
The workers work in the street.

La corrupcién es un problema en muchos paises.
Corruption is a problem in many countries.

La justicia debe ser igual para todos.
Justice must be the same for everyone.

El juzgado abre a las nueve.
The court opens at nine.

No es bueno acusar a alguien sin saber la verdad.
It is not good to accuse someone without knowing the
truth.

Es una persona liberal y abierta{abierto}.
He is an open-minded person.

En esta empresa hay mucha presion.
There is a lot of pressure in this company.

Muchas personas manifiestan su opinién.
Many people express their opinion.

Algunos vecinos se oponen al cambio.
Some neighbours are against the change.

Tenemos que enfrentar el problema.
We have to face the problem.

Los nifios pelean por el baldn.
The children fight over the ball.

Tiene el respaldo de todos los vecinos.
She has the backing of all the neighbours.

Lo expulsaron del club.
They threw him out of the club.

No se puede privar a nadie de agua.
You cannot deprive anyone of water.

pcattern asique, porlo tanto, o sea que, tan... que
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bus.

Asi que and o sea que introduce a result in speech: hay huelga, asi que voy a pie. Por lo tanto is the
same idea in more formal or written language. Tan... que shows the degree that leads to the result:
habia tanta gente que no pude entrar. They all take the indicative.

Hay huelga de metro, asi que vamos en autobus. There is a metro strike, so we are taking the

No hay metro; por lo tanto, llegamos tarde. There is no metro; therefore, we arrive late.
Habia tanta gente que no pude entrar. There were so many people that | couldn't get in.
O sea que hoy no hay metro. so there is no metro today.

diclogue o strike morning

hugo

hugo

hugo

hugo

hugo

hugo

hugo

hugo

Buenos dias. En las noticias de la mafiana: hoy hay huelga de metro. El
sindicato quiere hablar con la empresa y con las autoridades regionales.

Good morning. In this morning’s news: there is a metro strike today. The union wants to talk to the company and
the regional authorities.

Hay tanta gente en la calle que no se puede pasar. Los obreros dicen que
quieren mas respaldo de la empresa y menos presion.

There are so many people in the street that you can’t get through. The workers say they want more backing from
the company and less pressure.

Algunos se oponen a la huelga y otros la apoyan. Los obreros se manifiestan en
la plaza: es una forma de enfrentar el problema sin pelear.

Some oppose the strike and others support it. The workers are demonstrating in the square: it is a way of facing
the problem without fighting.

La huelga nos priva del metro, pero en democracia también es una forma de
expresar una opinién. Hay opiniones liberales y otras muy distintas.

The strike deprives us of the metro, but in a democracy it is also a way of expressing an opinion. There are liberal
opinions and others that are very different.

Otra noticia: un juzgado estudia un caso de corrupcién en una institucion
publica. No hay que acusar a nadie antes de tiempo: la justicia decide.

Another item: a court is looking at a case of corruption in a public institution. We must not accuse anyone too
soon: justice decides.

Y en deportes: ayer expulsaron a dos jugadores del equipo del barrio por pelear
en el campo.

And in sport: yesterday two players from the barrio team were sent off for fighting on the pitch.

En el parlamento también se discute la huelga, un derecho que protege la
Constitucion. Y en el barrio hay solidaridad: muchos vecinos comparten el

coche para ir a trabajar.
In parliament the strike is being discussed too, a right that the Constitution protects. And in the barrio there is
solidarity: many neighbours share their cars to get to work.

Y un consejo: hoy, si podéis, lo mejor es ir a pie o en bici. Hasta pronto.
And a piece of advice: today, if you can, it’s best to walk or cycle. See you soon.

spellit cover the word, write it, check

strike

trade union

la huelga

el sindicato

(manual) worker el obrero

corruption

la corrupcion
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justice la justicia
court

el juzgado

good to know - A strike in Spain is una huelga, and the union is el sindicato. In the news, 'strike’ also
appears in set phrases such as huelga general and huelga de transportes.

Hay mucho que decir, asi que sigue practicando. Ya sabes como unir las ideas.
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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[ -VZ4l the big debate

Spanish B1
unit 12 - living together

Take part in a debate: introduce a topic, give reasons, disagree politely and link ideas with
aunque, sin embargo, ademas and por eso.

In a debate, and in the speaking exam, you need to say yes, but, however and therefore at the right
moment. Today you collect the words that make an opinion sound reasoned, not just loud.

words

word

absoluto
real
fundamental
negativo
maximo
contrario
apreciar
introducir

la visién

el espiritu

el circulo

latinoamericano

el término

meadning

absolute, complete
real; royal
fundamental, essential
negative

maximum, highest
opposite; contrary

to appreciate, to value
to introduce, to putin
view, vision (pl. visiones)
spirit (pl. espiritus)
circle (pl. circulos)

Latin American

term, word; end (pl. términos)

example

En la sala hay un silencio absoluto.
In the room there is complete silence.

Es una historia real.
Itis a true story.

El agua es fundamental para la vida.
Water is essential for life.

Hay aspectos positivos y negativos.
There are positive and negative aspects.

El nimero méximo de personas es veinte.
The maximum number of people is twenty.

Mi opinidn es contraria a la tuya.
My opinion is the opposite of yours.

Aprecio mucho tu ayuda.
I really appreciate your help.

Voy a introducir el tema con un ejemplo.
I am going to introduce the topic with an example.

Cada persona tiene una vision diferente.
Each person has a different view.

Es una persona con espiritu joven.
She is a person with a young spirit.

Hablamos en un circulo de amigos.
We talk in a circle of friends.

Diego es latinoamericano.
Diego is Latin American.

Esta palabra es un término técnico.
This word is a technical term.

pcttern auncue, sin embargo, ademdas, por eso

are also problems.

Aunque (although) is followed by a fact: aunque es pequefia, es bonita. Sin embargo (however) starts a
new sentence that contrasts with the one before. Ademas adds an idea and por eso gives a result: no
hay coches, por eso hay menos ruido. Use them to turn a list of opinions into an argument.

Aunque es pequeia, la oficina es bonita. aithough it is small, the office is nice.
Hay ventajas; sin embargo, también hay problemas. There are advantages; however, there

Ademés, el centro es mas tranquilo. Also, the centre is quieter.
No hay coches, por eso hay menos ruido. There are no cars, so there is less noise.
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diclogue the barrio debcate

hugo

manuel

elena

annd

manuel

diego

lucia

manuel

hugo

annd

diego

lucia

Buenas tardes a todos y gracias por venir al debate del barrio. Tenéis un
maximo de dos minutos cada uno.

Good evening, everybody, and thank you for coming to the neighbourhood debate. You each have a maximum of
two minutes.

Voy a introducir el tema: cerrar la calle los domingos. Aunque es una buena
idea, yo tengo dudas.

I am going to introduce the topic: closing the street on Sundays. Although it is a good idea, | have doubts.
En mi opinidn, es fundamental pensar en las personas mayores. Ademas,
algunos necesitan el coche.

In my opinion, it is essential to think about older people. Also, some need the car.

Creo que hay una parte negativa para las tiendas; sin embargo, el espiritu del
barrio es mas alegre sin coches.

I think there is a negative side for the shops; however, the spirit of the neighbourhood is happier without cars.

Algunos comerciantes se oponen, pero no quieren pelear con nadie.

Some shopkeepers are against it, but they don't want to fight with anyone.

Como latinoamericano, tengo otra vision: en mi ciudad ya hay calles sin carros
y la gente las aprecia mucho.

As a Latin American, | have another view: in my city there are already streets without cars and people really
appreciate them.

Estoy de acuerdo con Diego. Por un lado, hay menos ruido; por otro lado, hay
mas espacio para los nifios.

| agree with Diego. On the one hand, there is less noise; on the other, there is more room for children.

Mi opinidn es contraria, pero el debate es democratico y aprecio vuestras ideas.

My opinion is the opposite, but the debate is democratic and | appreciate your ideas.

Entonces, éun circulo de vecinos puede probar la idea durante un mes?
So, could a circle of neighbours try the idea for a month?

Es una propuesta real y sencilla. Probamos un mes, sin presion, y después
decidimos.

It is a real and simple proposal. We try it for a month, without pressure, and then we decide.

Asi que el resultado no es absoluto: es una prueba. iEstoy de acuerdo!

So the result is not absolute: it is a test. | agree!

En México, la gente enfrenta estos temas en reuniones comunitarias, con un
representante de cada calle.

In Mexico, people face these issues in community meetings, with a representative from each street.

Hay mucho respaldo de los vecinos, sobre todo de las familias.
There is a lot of backing from the neighbours, above all from the families.

spellit cover the word, write it, check

absolute, complete absoluto
real; royal real T
fundamental, essential fundamental T
negative negativo T
maximum, highest maximo T
opposite; contrary contrario T
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good to know - Real means true or real, but also royal: el Palacio Real is the Royal Palace. Context tells
you which: una historia real, a true story.

A good debate needs good manners and good connectors. You now have both.
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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V&) mission: the barrio e

together

debcate

Follow a month of life in the barrio: a birthday, a volunteer project, a strike, a residents’
meeting and a public debate, and write a balanced opinion text.

Everything from this unit together: giving opinions with creo que, es importante que, indirect questions,
results and connectors, with the vocabulary of society, volunteering, local government and debate.

chapter1 elena's birthday

hugo iFeliz cumpleafos, abuela! Ochenta y tres afios y la misma energia.
Happy birthday, Grandma! Eighty-three years old and the same energy.
elena Gracias, hijo. Hoy tengo a mi lado un circulo de amigos de todas las edades.

Thank you, dear. Today | have beside me a circle of friends of all ages.

manuel Yo te estimo mucho, Elena. Tu actitud y tu trato con los vecinos son un ejemplo.
I think a lot of you, Elena. Your attitude and your manner with the neighbours are an example.

lucia Y tu conducta con todos es igual, con hombres y mujeres, con jévenes y
mayores. Eso es igualdad.

And your conduct with everybody is the same, with men and women, with young and old. That is equality.

anna Creo que tu comportamiento es una leccion universal para la humanidad.
I think your behaviour is a universal lesson for humanity.
hugo No creo que haya una tendencia mejor: cada vez hay mas vecinos que se

vinculan al proyecto.
I don't think there is a better trend: more and more neighbours are linking up with the project.

elena Siempre digo que cada individuo cuenta, sea hombre o mujer, joven o mayor.
| always say that every individual counts, man or woman, young or old.

manuel  La separacidn entre el barrio viejo y el nuevo ya no existe. iY tu presencia lo
explica!
The separation between the old and the new neighbourhood no longer exists. And your presence explains it!

anna Con un zumo en la mano: ipor Elena!
With a juice in your hand: to Elena!

chapter 2 the volunteers
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elena

hugo

lucia

annd

elena

manuel

hugo

annd

Gracias por venir. Empezamos el proyecto de acogida para los nuevos
residentes.

Thank you for coming. We are starting the welcome project for the new residents.

Soy voluntario. Es importante que los nuevos vecinos se sientan en casa.
I am a volunteer. It is important that the new neighbours feel at home.

La solidaridad es la mejor respuesta a la pobreza. Yo también quiero ayudar.
Solidarity is the best answer to poverty. | want to help too.

Muchas familias llegaron de otros paises. La inmigracion y la emigracion han
cambiado el barrio.

Many families came from other countries. Immigration and emigration have changed the neighbourhood.

Queremos integrar a todos. La cortesia es fundamental: saludary escuchar.
We want to integrate everyone. Courtesy is essential: greeting and listening.

Yo soy el lider del edificio de al lado. Es un trabajo solidario y me encanta.
I am the leader of the building next door. It is a caring job and I love it.

Una familia quiere adoptar un perro. Les ayudo con los papeles.
A family wants to adopt a dog. I'm helping them with the papers.

Para que la integracion funcione, es importante que todos participen.

For the integration to work, it is important that everybody takes part.

Me alegro de que seamos tantos voluntarios. iEmpezamos mafiana!
I'm glad there are so many of us volunteers. We start tomorrow!

chapter 3 the strike

manuel

diego

annd

lucia

elena

hugo

manuel

annd

Hoy hay huelga de metro. El sindicato dice que los obreros quieren mas
respaldo y menos presion.

Today there is a metro strike. The union says the workers want more backing and less pressure.

O sea que no hay metro. Voy en el carro, asi que llevo a Anna.

So there is no metro. I'm going by car, so I'll take Anna.

Hay tanta gente en la calle que no se puede pasar. Los trabajadores se
manifiestan en la plaza.

There are so many people in the street that you can't get through. The workers are demonstrating in the square.

Algunos se oponen a la huelga; otros la apoyan. Yo soy liberal: escucho a todos.

Some are against the strike; others support it. | am open-minded: | listen to everybody.

Es una forma de enfrentar el problema sin pelear.
It is a way of facing the problem without fighting.

La huelga nos priva del metro, pero también es una forma de hablar.

The strike deprives us of the metro, but it is also a way of talking.

Otra noticia: un juzgado estudia un caso de corrupcion. No hay que acusar a
nadie antes.

Other news: a court is studying a corruption case. You shouldn't accuse anybody beforehand.

La justicia decide. Es como en el fUtbol: si un jugador hace algo muy mal, lo

expulsan.
Justice decides. It's like football: if a player does something really bad, he gets sent off.

chapter4 the town hall
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elena

hugo

manuel

elena

annd

hugo

elena

manuel

Esta reunidn del distrito es democratica: todos podéis hablar.

This district meeting is democratic: you can all speak.

Leo el cartel: «La alcaldesa gobierna la ciudad. Las autoridades y las
instituciones escuchan a los residentes. Cada distrito tiene un representante.

La ciudad otorga un premio comunitario cada afo.»
I read the notice: “The mayor runs the city. The authorities and institutions listen to the residents. Each district
has a representative. The city awards a community prize every year.”

¢Sabes si el ayuntamiento concede permisos para la fiesta de la calle?

Do you know if the town hall grants permits for the street party?

No sé quién los concede. Creo que la oficina provincial o la regional administra
los permisos.

I don't know who grants them. | think the provincial or the regional office manages the permits.

¢Podria preguntar yo? Quiero saber cuando abre la oficina. Puedo escribir
mediante el formulario.

Could I ask? | want to know when the office opens. | can write through the form.

La representacion de los vecinos es muy importante, y la asociacion es un
grupo representativo.

The neighbours' representation is very important, and the association is a representative group.

La Constitucion y el parlamento nos dan voz, pero es mas facil hablar aqui, en el
barrio.

The Constitution and parliament give us a voice, but it is easier to speak here, in the neighbourhood.

En una democracia, eso es lo normal.
In a democracy, that is normal.

chapter5 thedebate

hugo

manuel

annd

diego

elena

manuel

elena

annd

Tenéis un maximo de dos minutos cada uno. El tema: cerrar la calle los
domingos.
You have a maximum of two minutes each. The topic: closing the street on Sundays.

Voy a introducir el tema. Aunque es una buena idea, yo tengo dudas.

I am going to introduce the topic. Although it is a good idea, | have doubts.

Hay una parte negativa para las tiendas; sin embargo, el espiritu del barrio es
mas alegre sin coches.

There is a negative side for the shops; however, the spirit of the neighbourhood is happier without cars.
Como latinoamericano, tengo otra vision: en mi ciudad la gente aprecia las
calles sin carros.

As a Latin American, | have another view: in my city people appreciate streets without cars.

En mi opinidn, es fundamental pensar en las personas mayores. Es una
cuestion de justicia.

In my opinion, it is essential to think of older people. It is a matter of fairness.

Mi opinidn es contraria, pero aprecio vuestras ideas.
My opinion is the opposite, but | appreciate your ideas.

Es una propuesta real y sencilla. Probamos un mes y después decidimos.

It is a real and simple proposal. We try it for a month and then we decide.

El resultado no es absoluto: es una prueba. iEstoy de acuerdo!
The result is not absolute: it is a test. | agree!

chapter 6 abarrio that debcates
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manuel

manuel

manuel

manuel

manuel

manuel

Escuchad lo que dice el periddico de hoy: «Un barrio que debate». Es un articulo
sobre nuestra semana.

Listen to what today’s paper says: “A barrio that debates”. It is an article about our week.

«La huelga del metro cambié los planes de mucha gente. Los trabajadores
piden mejores sueldos y menos horas.»

“The metro strike changed the plans of many people. The workers ask for better wages and fewer hours.”

«En Lavapiés, los vecinos hablaron en el colegio de la igualdad, de los
voluntarios y de cerrar la calle principal los domingos.»

“In Lavapiés, the neighbours talked at the school about equality, volunteers and closing the main street on
Sundays.”

«Donfa Elena, de 83 afnos, dijo que es importante que todos participen. Hugo, de
21 afios, opind que los jovenes deben escuchar a las personas mayores.»

“Dofia Elena, aged 83, said it is important that everyone takes part. Hugo, aged 21, thought that young people
should listen to older people.”

«Algunos comerciantes temen perder clientes. Otros creen que habra mas
gente en la calle. El debate fue respetuoso y no hubo ninguna discusion.»
“Some shopkeepers fear losing customers. Others think there will be more people in the street. The debate was
respectful and there was no argument.”

«El ayuntamiento va a decidir después de un mes de prueba.» Eso dice el
periddico, y yo digo: iqué buen barrio!

“The town hall will decide after a trial month.” That is what the paper says, and | say: what a good barrio!

Opinions, rules, help and debate: you now have the words to take part in your neighbourhood.
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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