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Italian Al in 67 days

ciQO! how are you? unit1-ciao! hello & me

Say hello and goodbye at any time of day, and ask how someone is, to a friend or politely.

A greeting opens every door in Italy: in the bar, the shop, the stairwell. Getting it right is the first thing
people notice.

word meaning example
o . Ciao, Marco!
ciao hi; bye (casual) Hi. Marco!

Buongiorno, Sandro!

buongiorno  good morning, hello Good morning, Sandro!

Buonasera! Come sta?

buonasera good evening Good evening! How are you?

Buonanotte, Giulia!

buonanotte good night Good night, Giulia!

Grazie e arrivederci!

arrivederci goodbye Thank you, and goodbye!

Ciao, Giulia! Come stai?

come how; like, as Hi, Giulia! How are you?
stare to be (well, unwell); to stay f;ff?sg’e{gizki:'
bene well, fine o o, than - EArtwtcji?you?
male badly; unwell Giulia 1ot wel
cosi cosi 50-50 Socso and you?
grazie thank you, thanks Efnn;'t%;a::(z!!
e and Ciao, Anna e Marco!

Hi, Anna and Marco!
tu you (a friend, family, a child) ,i,fg’;:u’?ﬁ;f;fe Jou?
salve hello (polite, neutral) salvet Come sta?

Hello! How are you?

pattern how are you?
[come |[stai |[ or [[sta ][7]

Italian asks “how are you?” with the verb stare. To a friend, say Come stai? To someone you don't know
well, or older than you, be polite: Come sta? The answer starts with sto (I am): sto bene, sto male, or just
cosi cosi.

Ciao, Marco! Come stai? i, Marco! How are you?
Buonasera! Come sta? cood evening! How are you? (polite)
Sto bene, grazie. I'm fine, thanks.

idicloguié morning at sandro's
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sandro

annd

sandro

giulia

annd

giulia

annd

sandro

annd

Buongiorno, Anna! Come stai?
Good morning, Anna! How are you?

Buongiorno! Bene, grazie. Come sta?
Good morning! Fine, thanks. How are you?

Bene, bene, grazie!
Fine, fine, thanks!

Ciao, Anna! Ciao, Sandro!
Hi, Anna! Hi, Sandro!

Ciao, Giulia! Come stai?
Hi, Giulia! How are you?

Cosi cosl... E tu?

So-so... And you?

Bene, grazie!
Fine, thanks!

E Marco? Come sta?
And Marco? How is he?

Marco sta bene. Ciao, Sandro, grazie!

Marco's fine. Bye, Sandro, thanks!

Grazie e arrivederci!
Thank you, and goodbye!

ISpellit cover the word, write it, check

hi; bye (casual) ciao

good morning, hello buongiorno
good evening buonasera

good night buonanotte
goodbye arrivederci

how; like, as

come

good to know - ¢ and g go soft before e and i: ciao sounds like “chow”, buongiorno has a j sound (bwon-
JOR-no), arrivederci ends in “chee”. Buongiorno until early afternoon, buonasera from about 4 or 5 pm.
Buonanotte is only for bedtime. Ciao is hello and goodbye, but only with people you say tu to. In a shop,
say buongiorno when you come in and arrivederci when you leave. Salve is a neutral hello that works
with anyone. Sandro says tu to everyone, but Anna answers politely: with an older person you don't
know well, start polite.

You can now greet Bologna at any hour, and ask how people are. Ciao, day one!
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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my “qme is unit 1-ciao! hello & me
00

Give your name, ask someone theirs, and say who someone is.
Mi chiamao... is the first sentence of every new friendship, every class and every form you fill in.

word meaning example
o lo mi chiamo Anna.
10 |

My name is Anna.

Mi chiamo Tom.

chiamarsi to be called (name) My name is Tom.
. t . If Mi chiamo Anna.
mi me, to me; myse My name is Anna.
L . . .?
ti you, to you; yourself (tu) come ti chiami

What's your name?

Lui si chiama Marco.

si himself, herself; one, you (si dice) His name is Marco.

. . Piacere, Tom!
piacere pleasure; to be pleasing Nice to meet you, Tom!
. . Nome? Anna.

il nome name, first name Name? Anna.

. Chi? Lui?
chi who Who? Him?
Iui he. him Lui si chiama Tom.

’ His name is Tom.

. . Lei si chiama Giulia.

lei she, her; you (polite) Her name is Giulia.
not Non mi chiamo Giulia.

non ° My name isn't Giulia.

. Si, mi chiamo Anna.
Si yes Yes, my name is Anna.

No, mi chiamo Tom.
no no

No, my name is Tom.

‘pattern my nameis...
[mi ] [ehiameo [ name |

To give your name, Italian says “I call myself”: mi chiamo Anna. The little word in front changes with the
person: mi chiamo (1), ti chiami (you, a friend), si chiama (he, she, and the polite you). To say no, put
non in front of everything: non mi chiamo Giulia.

lo mi chiamo Anna. My name is Anna.

Come ti chiami? whats your name?
Lei si chiama Giulia. Her name is Giulia.
Non mi chiamo Marco. My name isn't Marco.

dialogue the first class
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ms Buongiorno! Come ti chiami?
moretti Good morning! What's your name?
anna Buongiorno! Mi chiamo Anna.
Good morning! My name is Anna.
ms Piacere, Anna! E lui? Chi?
moretti Nice to meet you, Anna! And him? Who's he?
tom lo? Mi chiamo Tom. E lei come si chiama?
Me? My name is Tom. And what's your name?
ms lo mi chiamo Moretti. Piacere, Tom!
moretti My name is Moretti. Nice to meet you, Tom!
tom Piacere! Ciao... Giulia?
Nice to meet you! Hi... Giulia?
anna No, non mi chiamo Giulia! Mi chiamo Anna.
No, my name isn't Giulia! I'm Anna.
tom Anna, si, si! Anna, Anna, Anna.
Anna, yes, yes! Anna, Anna, Anna.

ISpellit cover the word, write it, check

| 10

to be called (name) chiamarsi
me, to me; myself m
you, to you; yourself (tu) i
himself, herself; one, you (si dice) si
pleasure; to be pleasing piacere ---------------------------------------------------------------

good to know - ch and gh are always hard in Italian: chi sounds like “key”, chiamo like “kya-mo”. Think
of the k in kite, never the ch in cheese. si (yes) has an accent; si (no accent) is the little word in si
chiama. They sound the same. Piacere! (a pleasure) is what you say as you shake hands. Some people
add the name: Piacere, Marco! Nome? on its own is how a receptionist or a form asks for your first

name.

Mi chiamo... you can now introduce yourself in Italian. Piacere!
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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excuse me Iease unit1-ciao! hello & me
P

Say please, thank you, sorry and excuse me, and choose between friendly tu and polite lei.

A polite scusi or per favore makes Italians smile, and knowing when to say tu and when lei is how you
sound kind, not cold.

word meaning example

scusa sorry; excuse me (tu) :EL:&?MN;?EZ?!

scusi excuse me; sorry (polite) ‘E‘,f‘c’jis’::ﬁ;‘?;f;dam!

prego you're welcome; please, go ahead glzzillf:;i%cﬂe welcome!
Scusi, per favore!

per favore please Excuse me, please!

il signore sir; Mr; gentleman ggggioor?n?hz,gsr}ﬁre!

la signora madam; Mrs; lady Eiiﬁiiif.nf;g&‘?i;mu

che what; that g??c?ucrzz!Si!

la cosa thing; what? :gt‘r?vtﬁsa?:

0 or T or e

molto very; a lot iy JZ?JE‘Je?E’EE;if ;I:L:'

anche also, too imfine oo,

ecco here is, here you are EZiZ-:AS;iZL!

certo of course, certainly g?:;tguféin rc:wr:;am!

va bene OK, all right, fine Xﬂ 'i’;?‘i:%&iﬂi;

‘pattern tuorlei?
[Esmata e | [sousione [t}

Italian has a friendly “you”, tu, and a polite one, lei. Say tu to friends, family, classmates and children.
Say lei to strangers, shop and café staff, your teacher and older people you don't know well. The polite
lei takes the same verb as “he” or “she”: come stai? (tu) becomes come sta? (lei), and scusa becomes
scusi.

Scusa, Giulia, come stai? Sorry, Giulia, how are you?

SCUSi, signore, come sta? excuse me, sir, how are you?

Come ti chiami? Come si chiama? whats your name? (friendly, then polite)
Tu o lei? Scusa 0 scusi? Tuorlei? Scusa or scusi?
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dialogue marcois late

annd

sandro

annd

sandro

annd

sandro

madrco

annd

marco

sandro

Buongiorno, Sandro! Come sta?
Good morning, Sandro! How are you?

Molto bene, grazie! E tu, Anna?

Very well, thanks! And you, Anna?

Anch'io sto bene, grazie.
I'm fine too, thanks.

Ecco, Anna!
Here you are, Anna!

Grazie!
Thank you!

Prego! E... ecco Marco!
You're welcome! And... here's Marco!

Ciao, Anna! Scusa, scusa!

Hi, Anna! Sorry, sorry!

Ciao, Marco! Come stai?
Hi, Marco! How are you?

Bene! Scusi, Sandro, per favore...

Fine! Excuse me, Sandro, please...

Certo, Marco! Va bene.
Of course, Marco! All right.

ISpelliit cover the word, write it, check

sorry; excuse me (tu) scusa
excuse me; sorry (polite) scusi
you're welcome; please, go ahead prego
please per favore

sir; Mr; gentleman

madam; Mrs; lady

il signore

la signora

good to know - sc before a, 0, u is hard (scusa: SKOO-za); before e and i it turns into “sh” (you'll hear it
in pesce, fish). Most Italian words are stressed on the next-to-last syllable: SCU-sa, PRE-go, GRA-zie,
CER-to. Prego has many jobs: you're welcome, please come in, after you, and the waiter's “yes, what
would you like?”. When in doubt, start with lei. If the other person wants tu, they'll say “dammi del tu!”
(say tu to mel).
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Scusi, per favore, grazie, prego: with these four words you are already a polite guest in Italy.
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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where are you from?

Italian Al in 67 days
unit 1-ciao! hello & me

Say where you are from and what nationality you are, and ask others.

Di dove sei? (where are you from?) is the second question everyone will ask you in Italy, right after your

name.

word

essere
di

dove
italiano
inglese
canadese
il Canada
Roma
Bologna
I'amico
questo
abitare

a

Londra

meaning

to be

of; from (a city)
where

Italian

English
Canadian
Canada

Rome

Bologna

friend (pl. amici)
this, these

to live (somewhere)
to, at, in (a city)

London

pattern essere:tobe

example

Sono Anna. Sono canadese.
I'm Anna. I'm Canadian.

Sono di Bologna.
I'm from Bologna.

Di dove sei?
Where are you from?

Marco é italiano.
Marco is Italian.

Tom € inglese.
Tom is English.

Anna é canadese.
Anna is Canadian.

No, no: Canadal!
No, no: Canada!

Sono di Roma.
I'm from Rome.

Marco é di Bologna.
Marco is from Bologna.

Siamo amici.
We're friends.

Questo é Tom: & di Londra.
This is Tom: he's from London.

Abito a Bologna.
I live in Bologna.

Giulia abita a Bologna.
Giulia lives in Bologna.

Tom é di Londra.
Tom is from London.
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(5501 [0 (o] [ [ metioneiey |

Essere means “to be”: sono (I am), sei (you are), € (he/she is, and polite you are), siamo (we are), siete
(you all are), sono (they are). For your city, use di: sono di Roma. For your nationality, just the adjective:
sono canadese. A woman says italiana, americana; words in -ese are the same for everyone.

Sono di Roma. Sono italiana. 'm from Rome. I'm Italian.

Di dov'é? Abita a Roma? where are you from? Do you live in Rome? (polite)
Siamo amici. we're friends.
Tom e Anna non sono italiani. Tom and Anna aren't Italian.




dialogue didove sei?

ms

moretti

tom

ms

moretti

annd

tom

moretti

tom

annd

ms
moretti

Tom, di dove sei?
Tom, where are you from?

Sono inglese, di Londra. Abito a Bologna.

I'm English, from London. | live in Bologna.

E tu, Anna? Sei inglese?

And you, Anna? Are you English?

No, no: Canada! Sono canadese.
No, no: Canada! I'm Canadian.

Scusi, e lei? Di dov'é?

Excuse me, and you? Where are you from?

lo sono di Roma.
I'm from Rome.

Roma! Questa € Giulia: & di Bologna.

Rome! This is Giulia: she's from Bologna.
Ciao, Giulia! Sei amica di Anna?
Hi, Giulia! Are you Anna's friend?

Si, Tom. Siamo amiche!

Yes, Tom. We're friends!

Molto bene!
Very good!

ISpelliit cover the word, write it, check

to be essere

of; from (a city) di

where dove
Italian italiano
English inglese
Canadian canadese

dov'é?).

good to know - gn sounds like the ny in canyon: Bologna is bo-LO-nya, and you'll hear it again in
spagnolo (Spanish) tomorrow. € (is) has an accent and e (and) has none: Marco € italiano, Marco e
Giulia. Nationalities and languages take no capital letter: italiano, inglese, canadese. Countries and
cities do: Italia, Roma. Dov'eé? is dove + € squeezed together: where is it? where are you from? (polite: di

Sono... di... you can now tell anyone who you are and where you're from. Bravo!
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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we, you, they

Italian Al in 67 days
unit 1-ciao! hello & me

Talk about we, you all and they, and say who people are: students, teachers, men, women.
With noi, voi and loro you can talk about groups: your class, your friends, the people at the next table.

word meaning example

noi e

voi you (more than one) e you from Rome? (you
loro they, them; their Loro sono spagnoli.

lo studente

il professore

student

teacher (school, college), professor

They're Spanish.

Anna é studentessa.
Anna is a student.

Buongiorno, professoressa!l
Good morning, Professor!

Finsegnante _tezchr ocore o4 e,
spagnolo Spanish h‘éL?EfﬁZi'?’

tedesco German ;(;ieéstgcﬁrs::ﬁ.

lavorare to work g:z::: \IA?;/I?;: ;n|(())ltto

studiare to study Ao 1s i?&%;ig?:{ian.
parlare to speak, to talk Eiryoija;;)ae';flta”an?

la lingua language; tongue \?vhhealti Tag:;uzag:i;)o you speak?
ma ot soraingse e s s
con with Studio con Marco.

'pattern i, you, he... we, you, they

I study with Marco.

cinese.

The subject pronouns are io (1), tu (you), lui (he), lei (she, and the polite you), noi (we), voi (you, more
than one) and loro (they). Italians usually leave them out, because the verb already says who it is:
siamo studenti means “we're students”. Use the pronoun to stress or to contrast: lui é tedesco e lei &

Noi siamo di Bologna. E VOi? we're from Bologna. And you?
Siamo studenti. we're students.

Loro sono inglesi. They're English.

Noi studiamo, loro lavorano. we study, they work.
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'dicloguée a class from everywhere

marco Ciao! Voi siete studenti?
Hi! Are you students?
anna Si, noi siamo studenti. Ciao, Marco!
Yes, we're students. Hi, Marco!
tom Ciao! E tu? Sei professore?
Hi! And you? Are you a teacher?
marco No, no! Anch'io sono studente.
No, no! I'm a student too.
marco E loro? Chi sono?
And them? Who are they?
anna Loro sono studenti. Lui € tedesco e lei € spagnola.
They're students. He's German and she's Spanish.
tom lo studio italiano, ma lavoro anche.
| study Italian, but | work too.
marco E tu, Anna? Lavori?
And you, Anna? Do you work?
anna Si, lavoro e studio. E parlo inglese con Marco!
Yes, | work and | study. And | speak English with Marco!
marco Si! Inglese o italiano? Che lingua parliamo?

Yes! English or Italian? Which language are we speaking?

ISpelliit cover the word, write it, check

we, us noi
you (more than one) voi
they, them; their loro T
student lo studente

teacher (school, college), professor il professore

teacher I'insegnante

good to know - Double consonants are held a little longer, and it changes the word: ragazzo (rah-GAHT-
tso), professore (pro-fes-SO-reh). Lean on the double letter. z is usually “ts” (ragazzo) and sometimes
“dz” (zero, which comes on day 13). Both are fine for a beginner. Toilet doors say Uomini (men) and
Donne (women), or just U and D. Teachers are professore (a man) or professoressa (a woman). At school
you greet them like that, without the name: Buongiorno, professoressa!

lo, tu, lui, lei, noi, voi, loro: you now have a word for everyone in the room.
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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c, an, the

Italian Al in 67 days
unit 1-ciao! hello & me

Use “the” and “a” in Italian: il, lo, la, I, i, gli, le and un, uno, una, un’.

Every Italian noun comes with its article, and the article tells you whether the word is masculine or
feminine, one or many.

un

uno

una

la citta

la persona
la parola
il ragazzo

la ragazza

meaning

the (masculine)
the (masc., before s + consonant, z)
the (feminine)

the (masculine plural)

the (masc. pl. before a vowel, s+cons., z)

the (feminine plural)

a, an (masculine)

a, an (masc., before s + cons., z); one
a, an (feminine)

city, town

person

word

boy, young man; boyfriend

girl, young woman; girlfriend

‘pattern theanda

example

Il ragazzo si chiama Marco.
The boy's name is Marco.

Lo studente si chiama Tom.
The student's name is Tom.

La professoressa e di Roma.
The teacher is from Rome.

| ragazzi sono spagnoli.
The boys are Spanish.

Gli amici di Marco sono di Roma.
Marco's friends are from Rome.

Le ragazze sono studentesse.
The girls are students.

Marco € un amico.
Marco is a friend.

Tom & uno studente inglese.
Tom is an English student.
Giulia € un'amica.

Giulia is a friend.

Bologna € una citta italiana.
Bologna is an Italian city.

Tom & una persona molto inglese!
Tom is a very English person!

Ciao € una parola italiana.
Ciao is an Italian word.

Ciao, ragazzi!
Hi, guys!

Ragazze, come state?
Girls, how are you?

[E5e] [ moscwine | [ ] [Fominine |

Masculine words take il (il ragazzo), lo before s + consonant or z (lo studente), I’ before a vowel
(Pamico); plural i, gli (i ragazzi, gli studenti, gli amici). Feminine words take la (la ragazza), I’ before a
vowel (Pamica); plural le. “A” is un, uno or una, un’ in the same way. Most words in -o are masculine and
most in -a feminine; words in -e can be either, so learn each one with its article.

il ragazzo, lo studente, I'amico the boy, the student, the friend

la ragazza, I'amica, le ragazze the girl, the friend (a woman), the girls

i ragazzi, gli studenti, gli amici the boys, the students, the friends

un ragazzo, uno studente, una ragazza, un'amicaa boy, a student, a girl, a friend (a woman)
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Idicloguie homework with giulia

anna Giulia, scusa: il citta o la citta?
Giulia, sorry: il citta or la citta?
giulia La citta!
La citta!
anna La citta, grazie. E il studente?
La citta, thanks. And il studente?
giulia No: lo studente. E gli studenti.
No: lo studente. And gli studenti.
anna E la amica?
And la amica?
giulia L'amica. Un amico, un‘amica, le amiche.
L'amica. A friend, a friend (a woman), the friends (women).
anna E lo ragazzo?
And lo ragazzo?
giulia No: il ragazzo, i ragazzi. Ecco: un ragazzo, una ragazza, una persona.
No: il ragazzo, i ragazzi. There: a boy, a girl, a person.
anna Grazie, Giulia! L'italiano € una lingua molto... italiana!

Thanks, Giulia! Italian is a very... Italian language!

ISpelli€] cover the word, write it, check

the (masculine) il
the (masc., before s + consonant, z) lo
the (feminine) la

the (masc. pl. before a vowel, s+cons,,

2) gli

the (feminine plural) le

a, an (masculine) un

good to know - Elision: before a vowel, lo and la drop their vowel and take an apostrophe (I’amico,
I’amica), and una becomes un’ (un’amica). Say them as one word: la-MEE-ko. There's no apostrophe in
un amico: masculine un never takes one. So un amico (a man) and un’amica (a woman) sound the
same but are written differently. Learn every noun with its article: la citta, il nome, lo studente. The
article is the gender label. uno is also the number one: uno, due, tre.. comes on day 13.

I, lo, la, i, gli, le: that's the hardest small word in Italian, and you've met it on day six.
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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