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tea ti 1 1 unit 3 - time, meals & money

Offer food and drink politely and make suggestions: “please have some tea”, “let’s eat”.
Being offered tea is the first thing that happens in a Chinese home. Now you can answer, and offer back.

word pinyin meaning how it’s built

7J( shui water 7J<.|s areal picture of a stl_'eam: water down the
middle, splashes at the sides.

- cha tea Leavgs on top, a person in the middle, a tree below:

/?\ — tea time.

q:y}b nidnai milk & cow, ox + i milk

ﬁ% bgizi cup, glass #F cup + F child

E’f}i Zéofél_n breakfast B early + iR meal, cooked rice

q:i’}i wi]fé]_n lunch 4 noon + iR meal, cooked rice

Hﬁ’f}i wénfél_n dinner, supper B late; evening + IR meal, cooked rice

7}(% shuigud fruit 7K water + 5 fruit

E% ﬂgué apple 3 apple (plant) + & fruit

1&7& zuofan to cook f# to do, make + R meal, cooked rice

iEﬁE qing please; to invite Ching! A polite little bell before you offer something.
I]E ba let's; OK? IE turns an order into an idea: “let’s... OK?”

(suggestion)

;E lai to come “Lie” on my sofa: come over!

Ipattem i5 “please..” and IE “let’s..”

Put I8 at the end to suggest something: F{JIEZE, “let’s have tea”. Put i5 in front of a verb to offer or
ask politely: IBIBZR, “please have some tea”. They make you sound warm, not bossy.

ﬁﬁ]ﬁﬂ(%uﬂl WoOmen chi shuigud ba! Let’s have some fruit!
i%ﬂ%ﬂ(o Qing hée shul. Please have some water.

1m17k:§\qu Ni xiGxi ba. Go on, have a rest.

;E, UE_W§UE' Lai, hé yi béi cha ba! Come on, have a cup of tea!
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'diclogue tea at xiaoming’s home

ms zhang

annd

xiccoming

ms zhang

annd

ms zhang

annd

xicaoming

?f@ﬂ ’ ;E ’ iﬁ ﬂ%%:-o

Anna, 13i, qing hé cha. - Anna, come, have some tea.

s !

Xiéxie nin! - Thank you!

1595, BABER. BRE—MFT,.

Mama, wo bu xidng hé cha. Wo yao yi béi nitnai. - Mum, | don’t want tea. I'd like a glass of milk.

y}o ?"'IW, iﬁuZE%o

H3o. Anna, qing chT pinggud. - OK. Anna, please have an apple.

! HIREIRIZKR,

Xiéxie! W6 hén xihuan chi shuigud. - Thanks! | really like fruit.

SR ETEFAIRIZERIRIE!

Jintian wanshang zai women jia chi wanfan ba! - Stay and have dinner with us tonight!

5! RERF. FefiRmE!

H&ao! W6 hui zu6 jidozi. WO zudfan ba! - Great! | can make dumplings. Let me cook!

§F! BRIRIZIRF!

Hao! Wanfan cht jidozi! - Yes! Dumplings for dinner!
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cha ,‘j'\

tea

to come

order.

good to know - When someone pours your tea, a light tap of two fingers on the table is a quiet “thank
you”, especially in southern China. I8 softens things: {RAEIE sounds caring, “go on, rest”, not like an

Next time
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someone says BB, you’ll understand, and you can offer tea right back.

Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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