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EEval) dates

Chinese HSK 1in 30 days
unit 2 - family & people

Say and read dates, and talk about yesterday, today, tomorrow and this year.
Dates are everywhere: tickets, birthdays, appointments and every calendar you’ll see in China.
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pottern cdates go bigto smadall

how it’s built

% now; present + X day; sky

BH bright; next + X day; sky

BE yesterday + X day; sky

A person stretching up, and the sky right above: X. Each
new sky is a new day.

£F began as a person carrying grain on their back: the
harvest that rounds off each year.

% now; present + £F year

BH bright; next + ¥ year

Z to go; gone + £F year

H began as a crescent moon, and the moon’s cycle gave
us the month.

H began as a picture of the sun: a circle with a dot in the
middle, later squared off.

= has a [d mouth on top: the date you say out loud.

£ star + Hf period of time
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Dates run from big to small: year, month, day, then the weekday. Months and weekdays are numbers: +
B is October, 2Hf— is Monday. Say & for the day; H is the written style.

EH;EE,H‘H)-L? Mingtian xTngqT ji? What day is it tomorrow?

-~ —-]1 = N
—_—= \ﬂi+ﬁ _+: H ) E,Hﬂﬂo Erling'érlit nian shi yué érshisan ri, xingqiwl. Friday, 23 October
2026 (written style).

_fglﬂﬁﬁt%o Yi gé xTngqi you qi tian. A week has seven days.

dialogue ayecar of chinese
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annaNBE, SFJ1S?

Xidoming, jintian ji hao? - Xiaoming, what’s the date today?

. ° — b — |
xiooming +HZ"+=5, EHA,

Shi yué érshisan hao, xingqiwl. - The 23rd of October. A Friday.

— —_— RS AT

anna EFTRAZH=5, HFRIWRNE!

Qunian shi yué érshisan hao, wd bu hui shud Hanyu! - On 23 October last year, | couldn’t speak any Chinese!
xicaoming é\ﬂiﬂ}ﬁ?

Jinniédn ne? - And this year?

A N AV : A3 A S —_ /\: ==
anna SERFWNE! FHIMR—EBNNF.

Jinnian wo hui shud Hanyl! WO rénshi yibai gé Hanzi. - This year | can! | know a hundred characters.

xiccoming Eﬂﬂiﬂ}ﬁ?

Mingnian ne? - And next year?

anna  BREE? —FNRE!

Mingnian? Yiqian gé Hanzi! - Next year? A thousand characters!

xiaoming —:F/|\? 'fE&} 1

Yiqian gé? Hén hao! - A thousand? Brilliant!

write it trace the grey, then write your own
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good to know - Weekdays are numbers: 28— Monday, 2Hf_ Tuesday .. 2Hf7< Saturday. Sunday is

LY

the odd one out; you’ll meet it on day 11. Years are read digit by digit: _Z_ 734 for 2026. In print, the
zero in a year is often written O.
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Now you can read a Chinese date, make plans for tomorrow and say how far you’ve come since last
year.
Do this day interactively, with audio and games, free at wishyou.today/learning
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